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As I walked into the doors of Northeastern I felt many
emotions, emotions that would knock me off my feet.
for I had discovered that I was the first of my family to
go on to college. These emotions would take me through
the first semester.

As the next semester arrived, I not only had the pressures
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of being the first of my family to go to college, I know
I had to succeed. See it wasn't about getting here
anymore, it was about making it. And in that, I would
become the first again.

To my fellow Northeastern students:
February is the month that we celebrate Black History.
But not only is it about Black History, it is also about
change. Change that brought a new look to this country's
fabric. As we read about the changes that our black heroes
and heroines have made in this country, let us ask
ourselves, "What changes have we made, if not in this
country, in ourselves?"
Remember they are heroes, not only because they
influenced change in this country, but also because change
occured in them. And that is the greatest change any
woman or man can make.

Que Ondee Sola is published at
Northeastern Illinois University.
The opinions expressed in Que
Ondee Sola do not necessarily reflect those of the administration.
Responsibility for its contents lie
solely within the staff. We appreciate and encourage all suggestions.
Editor:
Ruben Gerena
Staff:
Angel Fuentes
Michael Rodriguez
Leo Negron
Juan Marcos Vilar
Lazaro Velaques
5500 N. St. Louis, E-041
Chicago, IL 60625
312/583.4050 x3805
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I STAND STRONG ...
Jose Solis Jordan
On Friday, February 13, Jose Solis
Jordan had a preliminary hearing,
here in Chicago. These charges stem
from the COINTELPRO operation
directed against the Puerto Rican Cultural Center by the FBI and RafaelA.
Marrero and those who publish El
Pito. More about them in a later issue
of QOS, but first afew words from Dr.
Solis Jordan.
QOS: Why don't you tell us a little
about your background ?
Jose: I was born in Old San Juan.They
call it Old San Juan because it was the
old part of San Juan. I was raised for
the most part in Puerto Rico. I say for
the most part, because I'm the son of a
military person, my father. When
you're the child or dependant of a military person, you do a lot of moving
around. I attribute what I know of English to those experiences in the states.
I have spent the 35 years out of 45 years
in Puerto Rico. I finished high school
in the island, as so many young Puerto
Ricans in the 70s, our parents didn't
allow us to go to (UPR) University of
Puerto Rico, because UPR was a very
politicized campus. My parents like
many other parents from Puerto Rico,
did their best for us to go and study outside of Puerto Rico. Because of my
conscience, by the time I was a freshman and sophomore in high school, I

was already raising big questions on the
whole reality of Puerto Rico. I studied
in Texas at (TCU) Texas Christian Universality and I finished my B.A. there
in education. I returned to Puerto Rico
to teach in the Public Schools. After a
few years teaching, I decided I wanted
to pursue my masters in Curriculum/
Bilingual education. I discovered that
there was a pretty good project in Boulder, Colorado, it was very expensive,
not for the university, but for me and
my family, having to move from Puerto
Rico to Colorado. I lived in Colorado
for about 4 years, were I studied and
worked in a predominantly Latino/
Mexican community at Adams City
High School. I also taught at a alternative high school in the same town and
it was also predominantly Latino/Mexican. I also worked with the Mexican
community at large.
From 1977 to 1980, I worked doing curriculum work with a organization called
(La Rasa) Latin American Research
and Service Agency. After I did my
Masters I returned to Puerto Rico to
teach in the public schools, I stayed for
6 years. That was when i married my
wife, Tita. Tita is someone that I knew
from 5th grade but we went our separate ways. She had been in a first marriage, were 3 of our 5children are from.
We finally saw each other after high
school, 14 years later. We fell in love

and got married in 1985, and in 1986 I
had already identified an interest on
pursuing my education, mainly because
I still had questions about the educational process and on how policies got
established and what was behind those
things. At this point, I had already identified myself as a Independentista. But
I wanted to study the politics behind
the way policy was established in
schools. So I decided to begin applying to different schools to get my Ph.D.
I decided on the University of Illinois
in Urbana Champaign, mainly because
of the staff in the department of educational policy studies. I was there from
1986 to 1991 doing my Ph.D. While I
was there I was very active with the
Latinos on campus. In 1989 I made my
first contact with the Puerto Rican Cultural Center here in Chicago. I started
bringing them down to do educational
talks and things like that. In 1991 I was
offered a job with the University of
DePaul, which was great because me
and my wife wanted to stay close to our
people and the struggle. I worked in
DePaul from 1991 to 1995. We never
bought a home here in Chicago, be(Continued on page 5)
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-Poems and
inspirational sayings
The fastest way to freedom,
is to fell your fellings.
-Gita Bellin

If you would learn the secret of right relations,
look only for the divine in people and things,
and leave the rest to GOD.
-J. Allen Boone
At any moment I could start being a better person,
but what moment should I choose.
-Ashleigh Brilliant
Cease trying to work everything out with your minds.
it wiill get you nowhere.
Live by intuition and inspiration
and let your whole live be a Revelation.
-Eileen Caddy
Change is one of lives most difficult acts,
but acceptance is even harder.
-Ruben Gerena
Set your sights high the higher the better.
Expect the most wonderful things to happen,
not in the future but right now.
Realise that noting is to good.
Allow nothing to haper you or hold you up
in any way.
-Eileen Caddy
The development of my soul,
has helped me realize that their
is a small and scared child inside,
that is my responsibility to nurture and
take care of.
- Ruben Gerena

A
Celebration
of

Who WeAre
On February 8th, UPRS with the help
of Antonia Pantoja's Aspira Club and
Taller Cocobale held a Bombazo. The
word Bombazo derives from the word
Bomba. Bomba is an Afro- Puerto
Rican form of music dance and songs
that evolved in the sugarcane plantations during the times of slavery in
Puerto Rico.
The Bombazo was a celebration of our
African Heritage and an evening to explore the African influence in the
Puerto Rican culture, through the
sounds of the drums, the oral tradition
through songs and the expression of
freedom through dance.
Ramon Lopez was our motivational
speaker of the evening. Ramon gave us
a brief history on Puerto Rico and
Bomba. Then the Bombazo began,
rhythms of bomba and talk of Fuego
en bucana occupied the Antonia
Pantoja gallery. There were a numerous amount of people, more than what
we expected. I believe that this generated a lot of energy and happiness in
the Bombazo, making it a success. The
UPRS hopes to sponsor more
Bombazos and hope that they will be
as successful.
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The island is becoming militarized, you
cause we always knew we were going can see that is one of the pieces of the
back to Puerto Rico. When I returned puzzle.
to Puerto Rico, I worked part-time at
the universities on the island until I was The other piece of the puzzle is the
hired full time at the University of Chicago experience. with the poor education, poor health programs, attacks
Puerto Rico, where I am now.
on the Puerto Rican Cultural Center,
QOS: How is your case going and what the campaign to free the Political Prispart does COINTELPRO play in this? oners of War. All of this is a attempt to
destroy the Puerto Rican community.
Jose: We are still investigating a lot of Also the attacks on the leadership in
the details around the counter intelli- the Puerto Rican community, by undergence programs participation in all of cover EB.I agents (Rafael Marrero) and
this. I strongly believe that this a others. So what these people who try
COINTELPRO operation. Why? For to bring down the Puerto Rican coma number of reasons. Even though the munity thought was that I was going to
public is not quite aware of the fact that help do this, but, THEY WERE
COINTELPRO still exists, I'm sure it WRONG.
does. A lot of pieces of the puzzle are
falling into place. And the people in This may sound bizarre, but this may
COINTELPRO know that there are be an opportunity to denounce the work
these pieces out there, somewhere.
of Rafael Marrero and the EB.I.
I look at it this way. 1998, I00 years
commemoration of U.S. rule in the island of Puerto Rico, the re-presentation
of the Young Bill before the legislative
body in Washington, the privatizing of
our country by the government of
Puerto Rico, the dynamics by the university to maintain it's autonomy and
the Workers Movement against the
privatizing of the country. Also, because the people in the island are DISSATISFIED with the government of
Puerto Rico, the fact that in Puerto
Rico, we are living essentially and fundamentally under a police state. The
police and National Guard occupy the
public housing in Puerto Rico.

QOS: What can we, the people, do to

Freedom of Speech
My thoughts on every day life
are just that - my thoughts
they will never leave the perimeter
of this room.
They say "money talks, bullshit
walks"
and were I'm from
there's a lot of bullshit walking
around.

Yeah, I have a lot to say.
But who wants to speak,
If they are not heard?
Politically I stand incorrect.
But only in the greedy eyes
of the rich.

help you and your case?
Jose: There are many thing that you can
do. One is we must have a large presence in the court room, this sends a
strong message that the people are
watching. Making this case more publie, correct use of the media, talking
about the case in universities, financial
contributions, and most importantly, we
must tie this to the campaign to free
the Political Prisoners of War.

I would like to thank the Puerto Rican
community of Chicago for all their support and my wife and family for standing strong in this battle.

So what if I exercise my rights?
Freedom of Speech.
Will I be a Political Prisoner
just 'cause i don't agree with our
government?
Will I be a part of history
like Lolita Lebron
or
just another unheard voice?

-Jen
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Towards
July 25, 1998
The Case of the Puerto Ricans

A CALL TO
REFLECTIONA CALL TO
ACTION

A CENTENNIAL
WITHOUT COLONIES OR
POLITICAL PRISONERS

All Out To
Washington DC!

1998:
A Praxis on
Colonialism

October 12, 1998
The Case of the Mexicans

The Case of the Mexicans
and Puerto Ricans •
Two People, One Destiny

150 YEARS SINCE THE
TREATY OF GUADALUPE
HIDALGO - A PEOPLE
WITHOUT BORDERS

A National
Day Without
Latinos!
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1998 marks two infamous anniversaries for the two largest Latino groups
in what is called the United States; for
Mexicans,150 years since the signing
of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
and for Puerto Ricans 100 years since
the US invasion of their island.

were concerned; as the great Puerto
Rican Nationalist, Pedro Albizu Campos would say, "the United States wants
the cage but not the bird." This sentiment echoed the words of the Mexican
diplomat Manuel Cresci6n Reg6n, who
at the time of the signing of the Treaty,
who said: "... our race, our unfortunate
On February 2, 1848, the Treaty of people will have to wander in search

Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed; a humiliated and defeated Mexico accepted
the Rio Grande as the border with Texas
and ceded California, Nevada, New
Mexico and parts of Colorado, Arizona
and Utah to the United States. Thus the
jewel on the crown of the expansionist
and imperial design known as Manifest Destiny was set in place. The country which, in 1776, had declared itself
independent from colonial domination,
had now become the world's major
colonizer. The Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, like all treaties which the
United States had entered into with
Native Americans, was not to be enforced as far as the native inhabitants

of hospitality in a strange land, only to
be ejected later. Descendants of the Indians that we are, the North Americans
hate us, their spokesperson deprecates
us, even if they recognize the justice of
our cause, they consider us unworthy
to form with them one nation and one
society, they clearly manifest that their
future expansion begins with the territory that they took from us and pushing (sic) aside our citizens who inhabit
the land."

While the Treaty was lofty in its promises for the Mexican people in the oc-
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cupied area, guaranteeing them "the enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of
United States," the stark reality was
another. Through all kinds of machinations - legal and illegal - Mexicans became citizens without any
language prerequisite; in other words,
Mexicans became citizens of the US
through an international treaty which
superseded
national
law. As
t h e y
were not
required
to have
a n y
knowledge of
the Eng 1i s h
1a n guage, at
that very moment the US legally became a bilingual country: English and
Spanish. If these new citizens were to
enjoy the blessings of the Constitution,
then the US had to become an English
and Spanish speaking country. Yet the
promise was never kept; instead
through poll taxes and local laws requiring English literacy, Mexicans were
totally disenfranchised from the body
politic.

Thus began the Mexican sojourn into
internal colonialism. Mexicans were
now to be excluded from the civil soci-
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Mexicans, on the other side of the USimposed border, never recognized it as
a legal border. As a matter of fact, in
1922, a report to the US Secretary of
Labor reads: "The psychology of the
average Mexican unskilled worker
from Mexico is that when he enters in
any manner into the United States that
he is only paying a visit to an unknown
portion of his own country. He is independent and does not consider he is an
immigrant alien, but rather in what is
termed the United States by right of
birth and possession, the country of his
forebears, the territory acquired after
the War of 1846 and the territory subsequently ceded in 1854 known as the
Gadsen Purchase. To him there is no
real or imaginary line."
It is clear that historically Mexicans

ety. The usual pattern of US federalism was initiated, i.e. the incorporation
of the land by the settlers and the exclusion of the native inhabitants. It
should be noted that no state has entered the Union since the adoption of
the Constitution at the initiative of the
native inhabitants of the territory. Instead, it has been the settlers who have
petitioned for incorporation. A perfect
example of this occurred in the cases
of Hawaii and Alaska. By the time of
incorporation, the native population
had been reduced to an insignificant
percentage.

have denied the existence of the border; they don't see themselves as coming illegally into the US, for it is the
US that crossed the border illegally into
Mexico. The recent anti-Mexican hysteria in this country embodied in the
passage of Proposition 187 in California, is an acknowledgment of this reality by sectors of the establishment. In
other words, it is clear to the Pete
Wilsons of this country that a "Mexican problem" exists. Their answer to the
"Mexican Problem" is to deport them,
to construct the "Tortilla Curtain."
These efforts are to no avail. There is a
historical problem created 150 years
ago which needs to be resolved and no
racist legislation, no tortilla curtain, no
militarization of the so-called border,
no attacks on bilingual education, no

attempts to set back the clock on representation by the challenging of congressional districts, no moves to
continue to seize Mexican 's natural
wealth as evidenced by NAFTA at the
expense of the indigenous and popular
masses of Mexico, can stave off the final solution: a Mexican Solution to the
Mexican National Question.
For the past 150 years, Mexicans ori
both sides of the so-called border have
resisted and attempted to come up with
a Mexican solution from the earliest
resistance of Father Jose Martinez,
Tiburicio Vazquez and Las Gorras
Blancas, to efforts by LULAC, Mexican Newspapers, and the Pachucos, to
the Chicano/Mexicano movements of
the past decades. All these efforts have
cost the Mexican people dearly. Despite
the imprisonment, lynchings, exile and
danger to their lives, this resistance has
been kept alive through the dangerous
memories transmitted from generation
to generation.
Just as there is no answer to the 150
year-old "Mexican Problem" that is not
a Mexican solution, there is no solution to the 100 year-old "Puerto Rican
Problem" that is not a Puerto Rican solution.
On July 25, 1898, Nelson Miles invaded the island of Puerto Rico through
the southern port of Guanica. Ever
since then, Puerto Rico has been designated by the US Supreme Court as
an area "belonging to, but not part of,
the US." In other words, Puerto Rico

Que Ondee Sola
has been a possession of the United
States, literally a non-incorporated territory. As a result of the adoption of the
Jones Act Puerto Ricans were made US
citizens in 1917, and, like Mexicans in
1848, were not required to possess prior
knowledge ofEnglish as a prerequisite
for US citizenship. For Puerto Ricans
on the island it has meant nothing more
than they had to pay the highest tax exacted from any human being- a blood
tax. Puerto Ricans now had the "right"
to fight in US wars but had no right to
representation. Remember the slogan
that inspired and fueled the revolution
of 1776: taxation without representation is tyranny.
For 100 years, Puerto Ricans have never
been consulted as to their political status. Even though the structure of the
island's government has undergone a
series of reform efforts from the
Foraker Act of 1900, to the Jones Act
of 1917, to Law 600 in 1950, and finally to the creation of the ELA (Free
Associated State) in 1952, the question
of the sovereignty of Puerto Rico is in
the hands of the US Congress. According to the Treaty of Paris of December
10, 1898, the US Congress is the only
entity which can decide the political
fate of Puerto Rico.
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like Mexicans, Puerto Ricans have had
to pay a very heavy price, including
massacres, bombings, imprisonment
and assassination of their people. This
repression is exemplified by the fact
that today in US prisons there are 15
Puerto Rican men and women serving
disproportionate sentences for their
activities on behalf of Puerto Rico's
right to be a free and independent nation, to actualize themselves as a free
people.
In this year that marks 100 years of
colonialism for Puerto Ricans and 150
years for Mexicans, we are calling upon
all our Latino brothers and sisters to
join us in a praxis on colonialism, to
reflect upon these long years of mental, physical, cultural and psychological imposition of colonialism, as well
as the cultures of resistance which have
continually fought against it:

We are calling upon you to let your creative juices flow, whether you are a
cultural worker (poets, musicians,journalists, graphic artists, muralists, dramatists), teachers or lawyers, engineers
or doctors; children in the streets,
women at work, or youth in schools.
Paint murals, write poetry, write and
direct plays, create videos; hold teachins; whatever you do, organize in the
While every attempt has been made to name of anti-colonial resistance, keepde-nationalize and de- "Puerto ing in mind these questions: What have
Ricanize" Puerto Rico, Puerto Ricans these many years of colonialism meant
have resisted. Puerto Rican resistance to you? What does it mean for our fuhas taken many forms, from direct po- ture? How are issues of the attacks on
litical action, to cultural resistance and immigrants (i.e. Proposition 187),
civil disobedience. For their resistance, gentrification, criminalization of youth,

criminal injustice, the National Question, political prisoners, police brutality inter-related with this reality?
As a result of these discussions, we will
draw up a framework to build for the
following activities:
• Jericho 98: a mobilization to Washington DC on March 27, 1998 to demand the release of all Political
Prisoners in US prisons.
• Puerto Rico 98: No to the Colony:
Freedom for the Puerto Rican Political
Prisoners; a mobilization to a Washing-
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ton DC on July 25, 1998, coinciding
with a massive concentration in
Guanica, Puerto Rico, to protest I00
years of US colonialism in Puerto Rico
and demand the release of Puerto Rican
Political Prisoners.
• A Day Without Latinos: October 12,
1998
150 Years and the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo:
A People Without Borders; and, A National Day of Reflection and Action in
all US cities with sizable Latino populations.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Emma Lozano at Centro Sin Fronteras
at 773/772.8383
Alejandro Luis Molina at the Puerto
Rican Cultural Center at 773/342.8023
Julio Villegas at the ChiTownLowDown at 773/588.0145

The Union for
Puerto Rican
Students meets
every Tuesday
in ~o8i: Classroom
Building at i::30 pm.
Everyone is
welcometo
attend!
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Our Culture,
Our Struggle,
Our Community
Come enjoy an afternoon of Latino Culture, entertainment, food and unity
performances/obras
• Xochicalle
(a folkloric dancing group from
Guerrero, Mexico.)
• LasAlm.as

(Trio Music Group from Guerrero, Mexico)
• Xochicuicatl (Andino Music Group)
• Video and Oral Presentation on the Life of
Rudy Lozano by Rudy Lozano Jr.
• Skit on the Mexican Revolution
performed by me students
• "ErniJio" (Skit about a
migrant farmworker by Jose Lozano

1Gratis! Free .Admission 1Gratis!
Free Adrn~ssion 1Gratis! Free Adrnis1o1ion
Saturday/Sabado, Feb. 21
St. Pius Church, basement
1919 S. Ashland
1 :00-6:00 pm

Food and drink will be served
Comida y refrigerios seran servidos
Sponsored by the Youth for Community
Progression, October 8th Coalition, St. Pius
Youth Center, EMAUS Comunidad en
Acci6n, Consulado de Mexico
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Hands Off
IRAQ!
Lift the Blockade!
No Bolllbs! No Nukes!

Different lives/
one struggle
I sit here my thoughts in
a brainstorm.
Winds blowing them in different
directions.
The clock ticks,
It sounds like my heart beating.

I'm being watched

EMERGENCY
DEMONSTRATION
FEDERAL
BUILDING,
219 S. DEARBORN
4:30 PM
SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 28, 1998

I look up to find eyes staring,
so I stare back
I see a piece of my Puerto Rican
historyin each of their faces.
They seem proud,
No looks of regret
Each face carries a different story,
All of which are unknown to me.
They should all be household names
but they're not.
I'm confused,
but I'm proud.
I have a flag that now holds new
Meanings.
So when I wave it,
It's for them.
They are a part of the past,
Who opened doors for my future

-Jen

